
INSPIRED BY NATURE
PARIS & PROVENCE  
FRANCE
PARIS,  JUNE 6TH–10TH 
AIX-EN-PROVENCE, JUNE 10TH–14TH
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Nature’s infinite power and beauty has 
inspired artists since time immemorial.  
Painters, sculptors, writers, photographers, 
ironmongers, glass blowers… and of 
course jewellers. From the butterflies of 
Rene Lalique to the birds of Van Cleef & 
Arpels, the snakes of ancient Greeks, or 
the flowers of Miriam Haskell, there isn’t  
a period without a reference to nature. 

For 8 days—through workshops, lectures, 
gallery visits, ateliers and boutique 
escapades in Paris and Provence—we’ll 
discover how nature has been the source 
of inspiration and material for jewellers 
over the centuries. 

Accommodation, transportation and related 
travel services offered by TWIL travel.



THURSDAY JUNE 6

Check-in at Hotel National des 
Arts et Metiers. Located on the 
north part of Le Marais (Right 
Bank), the hotel has spacious 
rooms, a vibrant restaurant and 
café space and a gorgeous 
rooftop terrace from which you 
can admire Paris and Sacré-
Cœur. The service is unobtrusive, 
friendly and efficient, the coffee 
strong and smooth, the wine 
flowing freely. There is a small 
but functional gym for those who 
like to workout in the morning.   

Cocktails at jewelry Galerie 
Mini-Masterpiece and dinner  
in Saint-Germain-des-Prés.  

HOTEL NATIONAL  
DES ARTS ET METIERS

SAINT-GERMAIN- 
DES-PRÉS

LE MARAIS

BONJOUR 
PARIS!



One of nature’s best gifts to 
jewellers is its precious stones. 
L’École Van Cleef & Arpels is 
located in an hotel particulier, 
just behind Place Vendôme. It is 
the ideal setting to discover the 
world of gemstones from the 
school’s expert gemologist. We 
begin an extraordinary voyage 
deep into the heart of the stones, 
from their birth to their extraction 
to their shaping. Using spe-
cialized tools, we learn how to 
identify and handle them, detect 
possible flaws and appreciate 
their beauty.  

After a light lunch, we visit the 
atelier of Samuel Gassmann, 
bespoke jewelry artist and 
world-renown cuff links special-
ist. Samuel has a predilection 
for mother of pearl, the irides-
cent inner layer of shells. Rather 
than encourage the harvesting 
of new shells, he scavenges his 
material from old buttons and 
other objects.

The evening starts with a private 
visit of La Monnaie de Paris, 
France’s longest standing institu-
tion and the oldest coin making 
enterprise in the world. La 
Monnaie has been in continuous 
operation since it was established 
by Charles II in 864.    

It holds the “Joaillerie de France” 
quality label and a jewelery 
workshop has been part of its 
operations since the end of the 
19th century. Here, civil and mil-
itary decorations are created 
— an opportunity to explore 
whether military decorations 
qualify as jewelry.

L’ÉCOLE VAN  
CLEEF & ARPELS

NSAMUEL GASSMANN

LA MONNAIE DE PARIS

JOAILLERIE DE FRANCE

PRECIOUS 
STONES OF 
NATURE

FRIDAY JUNE 7



CLOCKING 
TIME AND 
NATURE

SATURDAY JUNE 8 Time and Nature: it is often 
possible to tell the time of day, 
month or year by observing 
nature. Time and nature have 
both resisted the relentless 
attempts by human kind to 
tame and control them. FOB 

Paris, founded by 3 childhood 
friends in Paris, is an illustration 
of time-shaping craftsmanship. 
“Time is not a line. Time is a 
dimension throughout which we 
travel. The line is only a math-
ematical abstraction,” says Sari 

Hijji. We spend the morning in 
conversation with the watch-
makers, admiring their talent 
in designing and assembling a 
time piece, and understanding 
their philosophy. 

FOB PARIS



SUNDAY JUNE 9

CARTESIAN 
NATURE
While Versailles was built to 
consolidate and showcase his 
power over men and nature, 
Louis XIV—the Sun King—glo-
rified the Cartesian gardens 
defined by luxuriousness and 
discipline. We begin our visit  
with a private viewing of the 
recently renovated Maison de  
la Reine. Built from 1783–1787,  
it is the extravagant centrepiece 
of the Hameau de la Reine, a 
model ‘village’ and folly of epic 
scale. Secreted in the sprawling 
gardens of the Petit Trianon, this 
was Marie Antoinette’s refuge 
from Versailles’s folderol, and 
only a handful of her closest 
confidantes were allowed in  
its inner sanctum, the Maison  
de la Reine.

After a light lunch, we will 
unlock the doors of the Petits 
Appartements, the intimate 
rooms where the King and 
Queen retreated. Their lives 
were lived in front of hundreds 
of courtieres and the Petits 
Appartements were their only 
access to privacy.

Clothing and jewelry in particular 
were very important elements 
of the life of the Court and the 
economy of the country. It will all 
be brought to life for us. 

JEWELRY OF  
MARIE ANTOINETTE

THE PETITS 
APPARTEMENTS

VERSAILLES

THE HAMEAU DE LA REINE



A COUNTRY 
RETREAT IN 
THE HEART  
OF PROVENCE

MONDAY JUNE 10

On holiday June 10th (Whit 
Monday) when everything is 
closed, we travel to Aix-en-
Provence. A mid-morning train 
departure, to arrive early after-
noon. Check-in at our glorious 
hotel Le Pigonnet in the heart of 
Aix-en-Provence. 

“It all began in 1924 when the 
Swellen family transformed the 
beautiful and typically 18th cen-
tury provençale manor into an 
elegant hotel.  

Paul Cézanne loved to wander 
around the grounds with his 
easel to paint the Sainte-Victoire 
Mountain in the distance from  
different angles. 

The enchanting gardens form  
a haven of peace, edged with  
century-old chestnut trees and 
include a rose garden bursting 
with every colour imaginable.”

The hotel has a pool, spa and 
fitness facilities.

PRO

THE POOL AT  
HOTEL LE PIGONNET

THE GARDEN OF 
HOTEL LE PIGONNET

PROVENCE



TUESDAY JUNE 11

PAINTED 
NATURE

A picnic champêtre will be part 
of our experience before return-
ing to Aix-en-Provence. 

Cezanne, Van Gogh and Picasso 
all painted Provence. Under 
the guidance of artist O’Neill 
Cushman, we immerse our-
selves in the natural beauty 

of the provençales hills and 
learn how to truly look at 
our surroundings. His depth 
of knowledge in the area, its 
nature, the history of artists who 

brought it to life—and his own 
artistic expertise—are invaluable 
to our understanding of how 
the nature of Provence inspires 
artistic greatness. 

SAINTE-VICTOIRE MOUNTAIN  
BY O’NEILL CUSHMAN PROVENCE

A PICNIC CHAMPÊTRE



WEDNESDAY JUNE 12

NATURE OF 
CIVILIZATION
Marseille, a port city in southern 
France, has been a crossroads 
of immigration, trade and civi-
lization since its founding by the 
Greeks circa 600 BC. 

The most recent addition  
to the city is the Musée des 
Civilisations de l’Europe et de 
la Méditerranée (Mucem), an 
extraordinary building both for 
its architecture and mission. 

Dinner will be enjoyed in 
Marseille—you cannot leave 
Marseille without enjoying a 
real bouillabaisse.

The museum recounts, analyses 
and sheds light on the ancient 
foundations of this cradle of 
civilization and the tensions 
running through it since that 
time, all in the same place and 
with the same passion.

After our visit of the museum, we 
will wander the bustling, mul-
ticolored quartiers of Marseille 
and on the way meet some of 
the most creative jewelry artists 
to live in the city. 

MARSEILLE

MUCEM

ATELIER CONFIDENTIEL



NATURE 
CROSSINGS

THURSDAY JUNE 13

It will be an early start for a day 
of art and nature. We will drive to 
Hyères and hop on the local ferry 
to the National Park of the Island 
of Porquerolles. Our visit today 
is of the Fondation Carmignac. 
Lunch will be enjoyed in the 
quaint village of Porquerolles.

Art collector and philanthropist 
Édouard Carmignac fell in love 
with the estate and set out to 
turn it into a place dedicated 
to art. The villa opened to the 
public in May 2018.

The island is not a random 
choice: “As in all legends or 
initiatory journeys, the voyage 
to the island is always a dual 
crossing: one physical and the 
other mental. It is about cross-
ing over to the other side,” said 
the Director of the Foundation, 
Charles Carmignac.

With no additional construction 
being authorized on the land, the 
project has consisted of clearing 
2,000 square meters of space 
beneath the surface, without 
modifying the house’s contours or 
the existing landscape. 

Inside the villa, the spaces 
expand and extend in the shape 
of a cross. In the center, an 
aquatic ceiling lets in natural  
light and illuminates these 
underwater spaces. Visitors walk 
freely around voluminous spaces 
marked by openings onto the 
vineyards. Outside, a 15-hectare 
garden, conceived by landscape 
designer Louis Benech, is inhab-
ited by a series of works inspired 
by the surroundings.

FONDATION CARMIGNAC

ART-FILLED GARDENS

HYÈRES



FRIDAY JUNE 14

ADIEU

Hugs and kisses are on the 
agenda. Our check-out time  
is 11:00am. Transfers to the 
airport or train station will be 
organised for us. 



WHAT YOU 
NEED TO 
KNOW

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE EMAIL ISABELLE 
FISH AT BOUTIQUE 
@RUEPIGALLE.CA

All bookings by TWIL Travel. 
 
A non refundable 50% deposit is due upon booking.  
The balance of the payment is due on April 1 2019 and is  
non refundable. For that reason it is recommended that  
you purchase travel insurance. 

A more detailed itinerary will be emailed to you one week  
before the trip. 

This includes:

•  Accommodation at Hotel 
National des Arts & Metiers and 
Hotel Le Pigonnet in run of the 
house rooms. Upgrade may 
be available at additional cost. 
Please inquire for further details  

•  Group transfers in Paris and 
Aix-en-Provence as indicated 
in the itinerary

•  One way first class train ticket 
from Paris to Aix-en-Provence

•  Dinner every night at a 
selected restaurant (except 
June 7th and 10th). Wine and 
gratuities included

•  All activities, entrance fees, 
lecturers, guides and gratuities 
as per the itinerary

•  A photo album of our trips with 
all your favourite memories

•  Travelling with a group of  
7 to 10 guests

This does not include:

• Meals other than those listed 

• Hotels gratuities and extras 

•  Flights to and from Paris  
or Marseille

• Airport transfers

•  Purchases or shipping  
of purchases

While I make every effort to stay 
within the itinerary, occasionally  
I may substitute according to 
local conditions and desire of  
the group.

TWIL Travel reserves the right to 
cancel bookings if a minimum 
of 7 guests is not reached by 
April 1 2019. In such event, guests 
will receive a full refund of their 
deposit and no further com-
pensation will be due for such 
cancellation. 

 

The price is CAD $12,470 per person based on single occupancy. Pace of Trip:

There is a gentle pace to this 
trip. After a mid-morning 
coffee, we set off for our main 
visit of the day which usually 
concludes by mid-afternoon. 
You then have the option to 
either join me for an extra local 
activity or enjoy some personal 

exploring time at your own 
pace. I will share with you  
my list of “most loved” bou-
tiques, designers, places to  
visit and other local favourites. 
My goal is to make your trip as 
unique, enjoyable and enriching 
as possible. 

mailto:boutique%40ruepigalle.ca?subject=

